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William feared that the arrival of a formal and public deputation
would stir up all the mischievous activity of the enemies of Indian
progress in Parliament and the Press, and he greatly preferred
Pherozeshah undertaking the task and holding the brief for Bengal.
In a letter written to Pherozeshah on 11 May from Vichy, where
Sir William had gone to take the waters, he said:
On the other hand, you being in England for private reasons
can have easy access to Lord Morley; as you are neither a Bengali
nor a Hindu, there is not the defect of partisanship, while the
unique position you occupy in India must give exceptional weight
to your advice in a matter in which expediency is an important
element.
Pherozeshah saw Lord Morley, and later on, his successor Lord
Crewe, and had long discussions with them. He also met the new
Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, who was particularly anxious to know at
first hand the views of so eminent an Indian on tie general political
situation. On all of them, Pherozesfaah deeply impressed the fact
that the much-talked about unrest had been greatly exaggerated,
and that the mass of the people was loyal to the British connection.
The partition of Bengal had upset the mental balance of many, and
had chiefly contributed to the wave of uneasiness which had swept
over the land. It had unhinged the wilder spirits amongst the Ex-
tremists. The situation, though difficult enough, was to be viewed in
its proper perspective, and could easily be handled by generous
statesmanship. These interviews greatly strengthened the efforts
which Sir William Wedderburn was making to undo what Bengali
opinion regarded as a grievous wrong.
Another direction in which Pherozesfaah exerted himself whtile in
London was with reference to the settlement erf the outstaixiiBg dif-
ferences between the Hindus and the MobaEoedans. The Mbfaame-
dan community, owing to its general illiteracy and the consequent
weakness of its position, had hitherto pursued a barren policy, ami
kept itself more or less aloof from the currents of fiattooal life. The
time had come for removing the more acute differences and bringing
the communities closer together. Sir William was gong out to India